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How To Write A Research Paper
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Student Directions: Follow 
these steps to write a 
stellar research paper!

1
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3
4

2

5

What am I writing about?
When writing a research 
paper, you are given the 

opportunity to decide your 
own topic to write about. You 
are asked to take a position 
(choose a side) and argue 
your opinion using research, 

data, and evidence to 
support your claim. 

Before you can do 
anything else, you 

need to find 
sources to support 
your position. You 
can use Google 

and
Google Scholar to 

find scholarly, 
published sources, 

as well as news 
sources to use in 

support of
your paper. It is 

important to find 
legitimate sources.

The sources you 
find are the 

beginning of your 
Works Cited Page.

As you look for sources, you will 
fill out the Works Cited Page to 
help organize your research. 

You need to include all of your 
sources on the Works Cited 
Page. When complete, this 

page should include a 
complete works cited entry for 

each source. Below is an 
example for an online source:

Bowen, Sherry. “Should Kids Wear School 
Uniforms?” EduGuide, 10 Jan 2020, 
www.eduguide.org.

You want to develop a 
specific focus of your paper 
after you have done some 

more research. You
will have to ensure that you 

know exactly where your 
paper will be going and 

what your specific
focus is going to be.

Remember you are writing a 
position piece. You need to 

have an exact position.
This becomes the beginning 

of your claim.

Evidence starts the breakdown of your sources – this is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. You must 
have evidence to support your claim. Evidence is best kept organized! Use one evidence 
organizer chart for each piece of information from your sources.

For instance, if you found a great article on Google and you found five pieces of
evidence that are likely going to help you prove your point, you would want to make 
sure that source is included on your Works Cited Page, and then five separate charts 
are used for each piece of evidence. One piece of evidence per chart.

Your evidence charts must include useful information from the sources you have found. You 
must have at least 10 charts filled out (10 pieces of evidence). Each chart will paraphrase, 
summarize, or quote an idea from the original source and will include the original source. 
Example: Mark Twain criticizes various aspects of society in most of his works. Some of these

aspects include: issues of racism and slavery, class segregation, government, and religion.
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The outline becomes the 
roadmap for what your essay 

is going to look like. The 
easiest way to understand 

what an outline looks like is to 
see one in action! Please 

refer to the outline guidelines 
to further understand setting 

up an outline.

Once you have created your outline and had it 
graded by your teacher, you are now finally able to 

sit down and start writing your first draft. It is important 
that you do not feel this first draft has to be perfect 
because you can guarantee that it will not be the 

final paper you turn in! You will be revising your drafts 
quite a few times before having a final product. Start 

with your claim and work your way out from there. 
You should refer to your outline for your premises and 

the evidence you will be using to support those 
premises and your claim. All you need to do now is 
compose your body paragraphs. Generally, it is a 

good idea to save your introduction and conclusion 
for last, but you are free to write this in any order you 
would like. The key here is just to begin writing! Just sit 

down and do it!

Before you bring your paper 
to a  peer editing session, 

you will need to make sure 
you have revised your paper 

for any blatant and silly 
errors. Print out your rough 

draft, grab a correcting pen 
and comb through your 
paper. You should even 

read it out loud to check for 
grammatical

structure errors that you may 
have missed. Ensure you 

have a pretty good product 
for your peers to provide you 

feedback on!

Not only will you be editing your paper, 
but your peers will be as well. During a 
peer editing session, you will receive 
constructive feedback on how to improve 
your paper. It’s always best to have 
another set of eyes look through your 
work before turning in a final product!

This will be the moment you’ve been working diligently toward through this 
entire process. Your final draft should be something you are extremely proud of 
and cannot wait to turn it. Know that if you’ve worked hard and tried your best, 

it should pay off in the end!
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Student Directions: Use this chart to keep track 
of your evidence from multiple sources. Each 
piece of evidence should paraphrase, 
summarize, or quote an idea from the original 
source and will include the original source.
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A clause is a group of words that work together as a unit. Every clause 
has a subject and a verb, but there are two types: independent and 
dependent clauses. Use this cheat sheet to help identify them!

This is a clause that can stand 
alone as its own sentence. An 
independent clause can be its 

own sentence (for example, 
“Nico is pretty tall.”) or it can 
be part of a larger sentence 
(for example, “Nico is pretty 

tall, but her sister is not.”). 

This is a clause that cannot 
stand alone as its own 

sentence. It has a subject and 
verb but does not form a 

complete thought (for 
example, “Although she hasn’t 

played tennis in years”). 

WHAT IS A CLAUSE?

Subject: The part of the 
sentence that performs the 

action. For example: 
Desmond made a cake. 

Verb: Often, this is an 
action word. However, 

words like “is” and “was” 
are also verbs. An easy 

test? If you can change the 
tense (past, present, future, 

etc.), it is a verb. For 
example, “is” is present 

tense, and “was” is past. 

independent clause

dependent clause

Words like these 
often begin 
dependent clauses: 

although 
before
after
since
because 

while
until
If
since
as

©2020 EB Academic Camps, LLC
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A phrase, unlike a clause, does not have both a subject and verb. It 
can have one or the other, but not both. For example: 

• Running to the store (no subject)
• The president of the club (no verb)

Below, you will find two different types of phrases.  

adjective phrase

WHAT IS A PHRASE?

An adjective phrase describes a noun or pronoun. 

Examples: 
I made a bracelet out of ribbon. 

“Daniela’s cool, blue eyes were stunning.”

“He is from Indiana.”

©2020 EB Academic Camps, LLC

Name Date  

An adverb phrase shows manner, place, time, frequency, or purpose. It will 
describe verbs, adjectives, and sometimes other adverbs. 

Examples: 
“She whacked the spider with her shoe.”

“Eduardo arrived at the library.”

“She wakes up before dawn.”

“I floss my teeth every morning.”

“She made a card to show her mother.”

adverb phrase

SAMPLE
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Student Directions: When writing a literary analysis essay, it’s not only important to find evidence 
from the text that supports your point of view, but to find the right evidence to really solidify your 
stance. 

Below, put a star next to the piece(s) of evidence from the choices that BEST supports each 
argument or position. For each option, explain why you would or would not include it in a 
paragraph. Then, write a logical sentence that justifies how one piece of evidence supports the 
claim. 

In the short story, “The Art Show” by April LoTempio, the protagonist of the story describes a visit to 
her friend, Keisha’s house. During the visit, the protagonist identifies several “clues” that point to the 
fact that Keisha wants to enter and win an upcoming art show. The protagonist, however, feels 
that she will win and is offended by Keisha’s plans to undermine her.

Claim: The protagonist of the story uses an arrogant tone when describing interactions with her 
friend, Keisha.

Name: Date: 

STATION FOUR
FINDING THE RIGHT Evidence

©2020 EB Academic Camps, LLC EB WRITING APPROACH YEAR 3

EVIDENCE OPTIONS: Would you use this evidence? Why or why not?

“It all started yesterday, when Keisha invited me 
over to her house after school. She hadn’t 
invited me over in at least three or four days, so I 
could tell she was only doing it because of the 
art show” (LoTempio 1).

I would not use this quote because there is little 
evidence of the protagonist displaying 
arrogance toward Keisha.

“The sketches of horses alongside it were really 
quite pathetic, as if they were drawn by a 
seven-year-old. And that’s exactly how Keisha 
tried to explain it away, saying they belonged 
to her little brother. Poor Keisha, she’s as bad at 
lying as she is at sketching horses!” 
(LoTempio 1).

I would use this evidence because the quote 
clearly demonstrates the protagonist’s arrogant 
tone. It includes language such as “pathetic” 
and “poor Keisha” that reinforce the 
derogatory and haughty tone.

“By the time I was leaving Keisha’s house, I was 
already pretty upset, but then the worst thing 
happened. She smiled at me and said, ‘Good 
luck with your drawing for the art show.’ Can 
you believe that? She looked me right in the 
eye and smiled while she said it!” (LoTempio 1).

This quote does not support the claim. It 
demonstrates that the protagonist is 
incredulous, but not arrogant.

ANSWER KEY

SAMPLE



Claim: In the short story, “The Art Show,” the protagonist is an unreliable narrator.

©2020 EB Academic Camps, LLC EB WRITING APPROACH YEAR 3

EVIDENCE OPTIONS: Would you use this evidence? Why or why not?

“Now, you can’t blame Keisha for wanting to 
place first in the art show – after all, the top prize 
comes with a one-hundred-dollar gift card to 
Gingham’s Art Supplies. Anyone would want to 
win a shopping spree for thick drawing paper, a 
set of fresh charcoals, or a case of pointy 
colored pencils” (LoTempio 1).

I would not use this evidence because although 
it does share the narrator’s opinion, it seems 
logical and reasonable.

“It was a white dress with blue stripes that would 
look just perfect with a blue ribbon pinned onto 
it. When I asked about the dress, Keisha claimed 
it was hanging up so she’d remember to loan it 
to her cousin” (LoTempio 1).

I would not select this quote as evidence 
because while it shows some bias, for example, 
using the word “claimed,” it mostly describes 
simple events rather than the narrator’s 
perspective.

“The most suspicious part of the afternoon was 
when Keisha actually started asking me about 
the art show. ‘You’re sure to win,’ she said, all 
nice and supportive. Then she asked me what I 
was working on for my drawing. Normally, she 
takes interest in my hobbies because she’s 
being a good friend, but I know this time it’s 
because she just wants to copy me” 
(LoTempio 1).

I would select this evidence because it clearly 
demonstrates the protagonist’s biased 
narration. For example, she characterizes a 
moment as “suspicious” with very little evidence 
to support that. Additionally, the protagonist 
states that she knows Keisha’s intentions were 
malicious, when there is no other indication of 
that being the case..
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