
SUBJECT: DATE:

Common Core State Standards Addressed:

the into

l e s s o n  p l a n

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text.

RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 

the subject knowledgeably.

L.5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships. 

Focus: Detective terminology, making observations, and making 

inferences

Time: 1 hour

Objective:

• Students will identify common terms used in the mystery genre 

• Students will make close observations in reading and viewing

• Students will make inferences based on clues

Materials: To Print: Instructions for Use; Evidence List; Evidence Teacher Answer Key; Letter from EB 

Investigations; Letter from Kathryn; Double wheel with letters; Playbill; School Newspaper clipping; 

Letter to the Editor clipping; Paper containing seemingly random letters; Email to Kathryn Bredt from 

Irena Glass; Email from Peter Soren to Kathryn Bredt; Email from Dana Clarke to Kathryn Bredt; 

Detective Décor; “Top Secret” Labels

Other: Large manila envelopes (one per group of 3-4 students)

OVERVIEW:

Ready to turn your students into super sleuths as they hone their observation, inferencing, reasoning, and justification skills? This is sure to be a lesson they won’t forget, so let’s get started!

1. First, familiarize yourself with the case. Read the Letter from EB Investigations and Letter from Kathryn and the following materials from the Evidence List. (Note: not every item on the list will be 

available to view or print. Some are just mentioned.) Additionally, there is a website given in the letterhead of the Letter from EB Investigations that you should explore, as well. Finally, read 

through the Evidence Teacher Key, which explains all the leads, clues, and red herrings that students will encounter as they attempt to solve the case! 

Materials List items to print:

• Double wheel with letters (follow the direction on the template to assemble)
• Playbill (use directions on the template to fold)
• School Newspaper clipping (cut this to look like it’s been clipped out of a newspaper)
• Letter to the Editor clipping (cut this to look like it’s been clipped out of a newspaper)
• Paper containing seemingly random letters (fold twice)
• Email to Kathryn Bredt from Irena Glass
• Email from Peter Soren to Kathryn Bredt
• Email from Dana Clarke to Kathryn Bredt

2. Print the two letters and all the above materials, enough for each group of 3-4 students. 

3. Place these items in manila envelopes so that each envelope has a complete set of materials and the two letters. Each group should have an envelope. Place the “Top Secret” Label on each 

envelope. You can print these labels on sticker paper or just tape them on. Place the items in the same order that you see them in the Materials List. Transform your room into a detective agency 

by printing and displaying the Detective Décor. 

4. This next part will really start the lesson off in an engaging way! Print one more copy of the Letter from EB Investigations and Letter from Kathryn. Give them to a colleague with a break during 

your class time and have them deliver it to you at the beginning of class as you are starting the class (taking attendance, doing your bell ringer, handing back papers – however you typically 

begin). Bonus points if you get an administrator to do it! They should say something like, “This just came for you. It looks important.” Then read the letters to the class!

Note: Have an extra copy of each letter on hand, just in case your “delivery” doesn’t happen. The school day is never predictable! 

5. Pass out a Detective Dictionary Handout, one per student. It’s important that you give this mini lesson first because once students get their envelopes, they will be too distracted by the contents 

to focus on the mini lesson! Review each term. 

6. Next, place students in their groups and let them open their envelopes! In this first part of the lesson, students are simply familiarizing themselves with the case and the materials. If they would like 

to take notes, they may use their notebooks. Give students 20-30 minutes for this (they will have more time with these materials in the Through lesson). 

7. Make sure students have computers, tablets, or at least their phones ready. Hopefully each group will notice there is a website on Kathryn’s letterhead. This is a real website to explore! 

Additionally, students may want to research other elements (theater terms they’re not familiar with, allusions in the materials, etc.). 

Note: Although you arranged the materials in a specific order, students can look at the materials in any order they wish. Though you may need to use your knowledge of the Evidence Teacher 

Key to nudge groups that are way off course or missing vital leads, encourage independent exploration as much as possible.



SUBJECT: DATE:

Focus: Making inferences, justifying arguments, identifying red herrings Time: 1 to 2 hours

Objective:

• Students will identify a perpetrator by making inferences 

• Students will justify their reasoning with evidence

• Students will identify red herrings in a mystery

Materials: Detective Notebook; The manila folders and materials from the Into lesson

Common Core State Standards Addressed:

OVERVIEW:

Your job as a teacher will be pretty simple in this Through part of the lesson because you have already done 

most of the set-up by preparing the evidence and giving the Detective Dictionary mini lesson.

1. Print a copy of the Detective Notebook, one per student. Groups will fill them out together, but each 
student will need to fill in their own copy. (This is very important because students will use these 

organizers to prepare their Case Reports in the Beyond lesson, and these Case Reports will be written 

individually.)

2. Pass out the Detective Notebook to each student and read the student directions aloud. Then have 

students get back in their groups and pass out the manila envelopes once more. 

3. Have students go through the materials again, but this time be more careful to write down notes in the 

first pages of their Detective Notebooks. Instruct students to work through the clues methodically, piece 

by piece, because there are clues everywhere! Encourage students to use the words from their 

Detective Dictionaries as they work.

4. Once students have determined who they believe are the four most likely suspects, have them fill out 

these pages of the Detective Notebooks, along with any red herrings they believe they have found. 

5. When groups are finished, have each group circle the suspect in their Detective Notebooks that they 

believe is the perpetrator! Then instruct them to fill out the last page. 

6. Once all groups are finished, ask each group to share out their determinations along with any 

clues/evidence they found to be important. Discuss any disagreements that students have about clues 

vs. red herrings.

the through

l e s s o n  p l a n

RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific 
information in the text.

RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
• SL.5.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to 

explore ideas under discussion.
• SL.5.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
• SL.5.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

• SL.5.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions.



SUBJECT: DATE:

Focus: Argumentative Writing Time: 2 hours

Objective:

• Students will create an argumentative writing piece that identifies a perpetrator 

• Students will make inferences and justify their reasoning with evidence

Materials: Case Report; Confession

Common Core State Standards Addressed:

the beyond

l e s s o n  p l a n

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

• W.5.1.A Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer's purpose.

• W.5.1.B Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

• W.5.1.C Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).

• W.5.1.D Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

OVERVIEW:

Now it is time for students to show off their skills in making and justifying an argument. In this case, their argument 

will be that their prime suspect is the perpetrator of the crime. 

1. Print, copy, and pass out the Case Report, one per student.

2. Have students return to their individual seats.

3. Read the student directions from the Case Report Template aloud and review the Case Report Rubric, so 

students understand their expectations. 

4. Read the Case Report Sample aloud. This sample is based on a different case, so students cannot copy any 

of its ideas for their own reports. This sample will show them how to reason and organize. 

5. Have students fill out the Case Report Organizer. Once they are finished, they can write their Case Reports on 

the Case Report Template. Note: Make it clear to students that they will not be graded down for choosing the 

wrong suspect. Students will be graded on how well they create a strong claim and premises, use logical, 

well-justified evidence, organize their writing, and word their ideas. 

6. When students are finished, ask for volunteers to share their reports. 

7. Finally, once all your classes that have done this lesson are finished, pass the Confession out, one per student. 

Instruct students to read along as you play the Confession Audio for the class. You may also want to share 

your Evidence Teacher Key. 

8. Discuss the lesson. What clues did students find to be the most helpful? Which red herrings were the most 

distracting or convincing? What did students learn about reading and solving mysteries?
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